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His Excelency

Michal Kovac

The President of Slovak Republic

Bratislava

His Excelleacy

Ivan Gasparovi¢ .

Speaker of the Mational Council

Republic of Slovakia

Bratislava

Your Excellency,

The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPY) is deeply concerned about the dismissal of
all but one of the 18 members of the state radio and television supervising councils on
November 4, 1994, This is the fourth major revamping of these mainly professioral and
technical bodies in less.thap two years.

The firing of the supervisory council members was clsolely followed by the dismissals of
wo journalists working for the state broadcaster. Svatozar Kosicki, head of one of the
Slovak Television news departments, was dismissed the week after changes were
introduced against the supervising councils. Local observers believe that his firing
stemmed frotn the content of the Aktualiry newscast, which they said had not supported

the Sfovak Parliament’s new leadership. The official reason for Mr. Kosicki's dismissal
was that be “did not work enough with the young staff™.

Vladimir Stefka, the head of National Radio since the overthrow of communism five
years ago, was also fired at the same time as Mr. Kosicki, and replaced by Jan Tuziasky,
a prominent figure in the Movement for Democratic Slovakia, the party dominating
Parliament. Among Mr. Tuzinsky's first actions in his new job was promising to shorten
the most popular news program on Slovak Radio, Radiozurnal, from one hour to 20
minutes, Mr. Tuzinsky had said, upon his nomination, that therc was 100 much news

and commentary on Slovak Radio and that the public would be better served with masic
and cultural programs.
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His Exceliency
Michal Kovac

Making journalists dependent on the good will of govermnment officials, as the above mensures
have done, introduces an cthos of political partisanship in public broadcasting. CPJ believes that
these measures will prove most hurtful to the citizens of Slovakia, who will be denied views from
all sides in future public debates. We share our Slovak colleagues' concerns that these
developments will curtail the free flow of information

that is essential to a democratic society, and enshrined under Article 19 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights of the United Nations.

As a nonpartisan organization dedicated to defending our colleagues' rights throughout the world,
the Committee to Protect Joumnalists strongly condemns any measure that restricts freedom of the
press and inhibits journalists from providing objective and truthful information to the public. We
respectfully call on your Excellency to allow Slovak Televsion and Radio, as well as other media
in Slovakia, to continue their activities without political interference.

We thank you foryour attention and welcome your corments. -

Sincerely. :

Wit/ o f-

William A. Orme, Jr.

Executive Director

<C:

His Excellency Theodore Russeli Newspaper Association cf America~
His Excellency Branislav Lichardus The Newspaper Guild .
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Vasa Excelencia

Michal K o v 4 ¢

Prezident Slovenskej republiky

Bratislavwva

Vasa Excelencia,

Vybor na ochranu novindrov (VON) je hlboko znepokojeny
tym, 2Ze 4. novembra 1994 boli s vynimkou jednej osoby
odvolani 18 é&élenovia Rozhlasovej rady a Televiznej rady.
Toto je Stvrté velké pretvorenie tychto najmid odbornych a

technickych orgdnov za menej ako dva roky.

Kratko po odvolani ¢&lenov rad nasledovalo prepustenie
dvoch novinarov pracujicich pre Statne vysielade. Svetozar
Kosicky, vedici jedného ZO spravodajskych oddeleni
Slovenskej televizie bol prepusteny tyzZzden po zmenéch,
uskutoénenych v radach. Miestni pozorovatelia sa nazdévaju,
Ze priéinou prepustenia bol obsah Aktualit, pretoZze, ako
vravia, nepodporoval nové vedenie slovenskéhoc parlamentu.
Oficidalnym doévodom odvolania péana KoSického bolo to, zZe

"dostato¢ne nepracoval s mladymi kolegami".

Vladimir Stefka (sicl!), riaditel narodného rozhlasu od
zvrhnutia komunizmu pred piatimi rokmi, bol takisto
prepusteny v rovnakom c¢ase ako pan Kosicky a nahradeny Janom
Tuzinskym, poprednou postavou v HZDS, v strane, ktora
ovladla parlament. Jednym =z prvych ¢&inov p. TuZinského v
novej funkcii bol sTub, Ze skrati najpopularnejsi
spravodajsky program Slovenského rozhlasu RadioZurndl =z

hodiny na dvadsat mindt. Pri svojom menovani pan TuZinsky



povedal, Ze v Slovenskom rozhlase je privela spravodajstva a
komentarov a Ze posluchadi by radSej chceli poc¢uvat hudbu a

kultirne programy.

To, 2e by novindri mali =zavisiet od dobrej voéle
vladnych d1dradnikov, ako to spésobili uvedené opatrenia,
zavadza do verejného vysielania etos politickej
stranickosti. VON sa nazddva, Ze tieto opatrenia najvacsmi
poskodia obyvatelov Slovenska, ktorym sa odoprie moZnost
spoznavat v budicich politickych debatdch rozli¢né nazory.
ZdieTame obavy nadfich slovenskych kolegov, Ze takyto vyvoj
obmedzi slobodny tok informacii, ¢o je podstatné pre
demokratickld spolodnost a obsiahnuté v ¢&lanku 19 Vieobecnej

deklaradcie Tudskych prav OSN,

Ako nestrannd organizacia, zamerand na obranu prév
nas$ich kolegov na celom svete, Vybor pre obranu novinarov
vehementne odsudzuje kazdé opatrenie, ktoré obmedzuje
slobodu tlace a brani novindrom poskytovat verejnosti
objektivne a pravdivé informdcie. S8 1ctou sa obraciame na
Vasu Excelenciu, aby ste umoZnili Slovenskej televizii a
rozhlasu, ako aj ostatnym médidm na Slovensku dalej vykonavat

ich ¢innost bez politickych zasahov.

Dakujeme za Vasu pozornost a budeme vdadni za Va$

komentAr.

Uprimne

Viliam A. O r m e, Jr.,
Vykonny riaditel



Prezident Slovenskej republiky

Bratislava December 8, 1994

Mr. Executive Director,

I read with complete understanding your letier commenting on some personnel . .

@ .- replacements+in the Slovak-electronic media.bodies which-took place during:the-night .s..: - <.
Jrom the \3th to the Ath November.1994 at the second session of the new Slovak -
parliament. I appreciate your interest in‘and concern for the the developments in the
mass media of the Slovak Republic, a young country in Central Europe which makes
every effort at firmly establishing the principles of a democratic society in all the
areas, including journglism. The problems we face are typical of this stage of
development and it is my firm conviction that our country shall come to grips with
them in a short time,

As.of I -July 1995 the Slovak Radio and the Slovak Television acquired ithe .. *
status.of. public servicednstitutions-as the first in the former communist:blocInwiew.of <t v « *
this fact, it is all the more regrettable that these’ pioneers of the principle of
independent public service media in Central and Eastern Europe have found
themselves in a situation which gives rise to your concerns. The Slovak Radio, in
particular, gained a good reputation not only within the country but also
internationally and.attained. very good listener ratings. lts striving for independence on
the executive branch.and on political entities proved to be a problem and the political

- mavement.which got-the highest number of votes in the elections decided to. take its ‘

solution into its own hands. This action raised considerable outcry of the Slovak public +
and of most political parties.

I, as the President of the Slovak Republic, stand firmly on the position of the
defence of independent jowrnalism and of public service electronic media. My

constitutional powers do not, however, authorize my direct intervention. 1 am,
nevertheless, confident that the situation of the Slovak media afier the 1994 elections is
only transitional and that the journalists and mass media institutions in the Slovak

Republic will soon be able to work in compliance with the principles of democracy and
pluralism.

Very sincerely,

y
&

Mr. William A. Orme, Jr.
Executive Director

Committee to Protect Journalists
New York
USA.



VAZeny péan riaditel,

S plnym porozumenim som si predital Vas list, v ktorom
ste komentovali niektoré persondlne zmeny v slovenskych
elektronickych médiach, ktoré sa uskuto¢nili v noci z 3. na
4. novembra 1994 na druhej schodzi nového slovenského
parlamentu. Dakujem Vam =za pozornost, s akou sledujete
dianie v masmédiadch Slovenskej republiky, mladého s$tatu v
strednej Eurdépe, ktord sa usiluje pevne etablovat principy
demokratickej spolo¢nosti aj v oblasti Zurnalizmu. Problémy,
s ktorymi zapasime, sU problémami poc¢iatkov a pevne verim,
*e nasa krajina ich v kratkom ¢ase dokaZe prekonat.

Slovensky rozhlas a Slovenska televizia su uZz od 1. jila
1991 verejnopravnymi in$titdciami (public service) a stali
sa nimi ako vObec prvé v byvalom socialistickom bloku. 0 to
viac nads mrzi, 2Ze tito priekopnici principu nezavislych
verejnopravnych médii v strednej a vychodnej Burépe sa teraz
ocitli v stave, ktory vzbudil Vase obavy. Najmé& Slovensky
rozhlas mal vysoky kredit domécej, ale aj zahraniénej
verejnosti a vysokd mieru pod¢dvanosti. Prédve jeho tdsilie byt
nezAvislym na Statnej exekutive a politickych subjektoch sa
stalo problémom, ktory sa politické hnutie, ktoré ziskalo vo
volbach najvadési po¢et hlasov, rozhodlo ries$it ich prevzatim
do vlastnych riuk. Aj v slovenskej verejnosti a védc$ine
politickych stran tento akt vyvolal vlnu nevéle a nesihlasu.

Ja ako prezident Slovenskej republiky rozhodne stojim
na poziciach obrany nezavislosti Z2urnalistiky a
verejnopravnych elektronickych médii. Moje ustavné pravomoci
mi vS$ak nedovoluju, aby som do rieSenia situacie priamo
zasiahol. Verim v$ak, Ze stav, ktory nastal v Slovenskej
republike po volbach v roku 1994 v oblasti médii, je len
prechodny a slovenski Zurnalisti a masmedi&lne institidcie
budi o kratky c¢as znovu mbct pracovat na principoch
demokracie a plurality.

Michal Kovag
prezident Slovenskej
republiky



